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wrought out the civilization that we have, has nearly
reached the point at which society itself will awake
to collective consciousness and usher in an era of
telic progress, the end and nature of which cannot
now be forecast. But its object cannot be other
than that which the individual man has always pur-
sued, viz., that of turning to higher and higher use
the capacity to enjoy with which Nature unwittingly,
and for her own totally different purposes, originally
endowed him.

Genetic progress, the blind, unconscious working
of the social forces making for human perfectionment
in the collective state, is what is generally under-
stood by social evolution. Every stage of ethnic
culture, from savagery to enlightenment, is a product
of this genetic, unconscious social evolution. For
most writers on social science this is the only kind
of social progress recognized. Long before sociology
was named there were many such writers. With
the habits of abstract reasoning which all that passed
for philosophy had encouraged, it was the practice
of such writers to make use of the few facts that
their education, observation, and experience had
given them to work out by logical deduction from
these facts, the most general laws that they were
capable of formulating. Much of this reasoning was
sound, nearly all of it was logical, i.e., did not violate
the canons of logic, and many of the conclusions
reached were correct, but so narrow was the induc-
tion, and so many and important were the unknown